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THE IMPORTANCE OF AN ANNUAL PHYSICAL EXAN

Just as in dogs and cats, an annual physical exam is important
for your exotic pet.
A yearly visit to the clinic allows the veterinari  an to perform a

full physical examination, review the health of you r pet, their
nutrition, weight, any behavioral concerns, dental checks for
exotics such as rabbits, guinea pigs and chinchilla s, vaccine
updates for those that require them and any appropr iate
laboratory tests.

It is important to know that we cannot dispense me dication or
do grooming procedures without a yearly physical ex am.

If you are concerned about transporting a
sensitive pet in inclement weather

please let us know and we would be happy

to help with some tips on how to do this safely.

Ou very own Dr. Korver is a frequent guest onghew'Your Pet Your

' BVC VOTEDTOPCLIl |

Bowmanville Veterinary Clinic was voted “Clini
the Year” by Tech News, a Canada wide joul
published by the Ontario Association of Veteri
Technicians. The competition judges on the b
of exemplary patient care, progressive medic
excellent client communication, as well
contributions to the community. The staff
Bowmanville Veterinary Clinic are Kkee
ambassadors of the human-animal bond, @
volunteer many hours through events like tt
free Junior Vet program, Celebrate Your Pet L
the “Be a Tree” seminar, and their wildlife mec
treatment and rehabilitation work. We are
proud of this achievement and will continue
strive and excel in our commitment to our patie
clients and our community.
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;

In order to make the feeding of crickets most
nutritionally beneficial for your reptile, a
technique to gut load crickets has been
devised:

1. Place crickets in an aquarium with an
empty cardboard egg carton in it for
them to crawl on

2. On the bottom of the aquarium sprinkle
a small volume of Tropicana baby bird

. .3 formula powder for the crickets to feast

on

3. Place a couple of slices of fresh sweet
potato or yam which will act as a
moisture source and additional vitamins

4. Allow the crickets about 12 hours to “gut

which allows viewers to call in with questiensedeatqrl topics. Dr. Korver load” and then feed a meal-sized
brings with her a wealth of knowledge in srahllaai@mand exotic animal number of crickets to your pet

medicine. Not to mention zoo animals too! Swmmepits Dr. Korver ha
covered include; Avian Medicine, Reptile Caszliame s well as Sm
Mammal Medicine. The show is on Rogers CablayEas6r@Dpm. Chec
out our website for a link to the show.

4

rickets must be consumed within 3-4 hours or
ey will defecate out their gut loading benefits.
ny crickets not eaten should be removed and
-used/gut loaded at the next meal.
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Registered Veterinary Technician (R_V.T.) down on a stool, so as not to hover over the bird. Noises

) . and other distractions should be eliminated from th e
What's In a Title?? environment. The bird owner then “pecks” at the se ed
Registered Veterinary Technicians (or R\Arisihsagral part with their fingers, focusing on the new food item, while
the Bowmanville Veterinary Clinic team andyanevbigld in eve Wwatching the bird out of the corner of their eye. Birds
aspect of the care of your pet. may start to bob their heads in reaction to this fo raging

What is an RVT? Registered Veterinary figchiticia the 2round them. “Accidentally” bump a few items
. . . - . towards the bird and keep foraging with your finger S.

veterinary field are the e_:quwglent of a hlgdad_y_ dperating roc i your fingernails together from time to time,
nurse in the human medical field. The RVTuitiéle 2§ years ' eproducing the sound of food being consumed. Abou t
Post Secondary schooling at an accredited faéb#ityourse i 60-70% of cockatiel “seed-junkies” were noted to
extremely comprehensive and covers small apgsal& (@tsS accept the pellets within a 30 minute session.
exotics (reptiles, birds, small mammals, etecyarahimals (catt.c,
goats, pigs & horses). Once schooling is cahglegealduate with DENTAL DISEASE IN RABBITS
the title Veterinary Technician (V.T.). Hovugeuwaly iafter passing a Dental disease is one of the most common
comprehensive Provincial Registration examy &t #warded theproblems seen in pet rabbits. A rabbit's teeth
RVT status. In order to keep their RVT statugjoeyeays the RVTgrow continuously throughout their life. A normal
must submit a required number of ContinuingrEGQueeaits to theirshape to the jaw and a suitable diet are very
provincial governing body. important to the normal wear of the teeth.

Some of the many skills an RVT is trainedlddoew proper Some signs of dental disease are:
holding of your pet for procedures done byriharMatagaking blood\norexia (loss of appetite), avoiding certain types
samples, giving injectable and oral medicatioisteathy and of foods, dropping food out of the mouth,
monitoring general anesthetic and monitoricguiiey & your petexcessive tear production, nasal discharge,
from surgery. RVT'’s are responsible for notjingt kow, but alsegxcessive salivating, teeth grinding, bulging of th e
knowing why, and with that knowledge are atgioriet subtle eye. Dental disease can be very painful to your
changes when monitoring that could be the aliffeteveen rabbit.
preventing a complication and having to deabmiptication. They At the Bowmanville Veterinary Clinic, we will
are also trained to take X-rays, do dental cleadipgrform all théxamine the mouth as a part of your rabbit's
lab diagnostics that are done in the clinic. annual physmal exam. The earlier we can detect

At Bowmanville Veterinary Clinic, théatkdis RVT brings aréental disease, the greater the chances for
fully utilized, thereby freeing up the Veteritmriacus on theSuccess of treatment. The examination is usually
diagnostic, medical and surgical managemenpet. y@ur RVT'sPerformed without anesthesia. In cases where the
take great pride in their contribution to theTteanmake sure thef€t s difficult to handle or where dental disease IS
from the time you and your pet enter the Bkntinte you leave thg@/ficult to see due to its position, it will be
Clinic, you enjoy the top-notch attention yinséoté. necessary to use sedation for the mouth

At the Bowmanville Veterinary Clinic, weilageg to have fiy&*amination. .A ful ainesthetm IS required to tre  at
amazing RVT’s caring for your pets. oral problems in rabbits along with xrays to better

assess problems below the gum line.
HOW TO CONVERT A SEED EATING BIRD
TO A COMPLETE PELLETED DIET

Seeds are the “candy bars” of the bird world and ar e readily

enjoyed by most birds. However, there are dangers in feeding

seeds that you must consider. Seed diets are high in fat and

deficient in essential vitamins and minerals sucha s vitamin a

and calcium. Consumption of a high-seed diet can | ead to

potentially fatal conditions such as fatty liver. It can impede JUNIOR VET PROGH

development of bones and lead to egg-binding and At the Bowmanville VeteriGéinic weffer a very unique and
weakness. For these reasons seeds should not compr  ise more popular Junior Vet program. The six-week saligsemntl0-14
than 20% of your bird’s daily intake. year olds to Veterinary Medicine. We now hag25over
Converting a seed-eating bird onto a formulated die tis not graduates_ There is no Charge for the |ectmsmngs are
always easy. Initially, pellets are not even ident ified as food. It run with the volunteer help of the clinic Véterirzard
may take days, weeks or months to modify abird'sd iet, but Registered Veterinary Technicians. There aeklgiewvesings
there are some helpful hints that may help the proc ess along. that run from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. The sessicesiim@u vet

kI;I_Ed\/_ER W_ithdriz]iw se”eds elntirely Witfhoyt firs’:jbeing C egltain the medicine, diagnostics, diseases, surgery, ajupipieg and
Ird is eating the pellets plus some fruits and veg  etables. exotic animals. These sessions fill up extnflgase call the

Birds like to eat during the early morning hours. _ clinic for more details (905-623-4431).
Remove all seeds from the cage in the early morning

and allow your bird access to only pellets until 2: 00 pm
that day. At that time seeds may be offered.

Recent research has shown foraging-type training
methods to be quite successful, especially in

cockatiels. In this method your bird is placed on a
tabletop and a variety of different types of pellet s are
scattered around the table. The bird owner then si ts



